
 

 

Nonprofit Organization 
U. S. Postage Paid 

Waverly, TN 
Permit No. 210 

 
 
 
 
P.O. Box 603 
Waverly, TN 37185 
 
 Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
  

June 5, 2013 

 
May 22, 2020 
 
Dear WCN Family, 
 
I would like to be done with talking about how difficult these months have been. For some of us, it has 
been harder than others. What began as a health crisis quickly became a culturally and politically  
divisive issue. Unfortunately, we have seen Christians do more than disagree. We have witnessed 
Christians succumb to a spirit of division. There are few things uglier than Christians divided. The 
church of Jesus Christ is called to rise above the pettiness of cultural and political squabbles. Our 
agenda is higher. Our agenda is the Gospel. Proclaiming the Good News of Jesus. Despite challenges, 
our work is not thwarted. It is different. We are reaching more people through video. Some folks are 
getting their “foot in the door” of the church through our streamed services. These days, many people 
are more open to Christ. And our opportunities to bless people during this crisis have become 
opportunities to share the love of Christ with our world. See the good. It is there. Be the church united.  
 
For the church, we do not use re-opening language because we never closed. We use regathering  
language. The decision for us to regather is not a simple one. There are many facets and variables that 
uniquely pertain to church life. The church regathering is not the same as a store reopening. Apples 
and oranges. Much prayer and thought from church leadership has gone into a safe and reasonable 
regathering plan. This Sunday, May 24th, Katie and I will lead a live service at 10am to finish out our 
current sermon series. On May 31st, the praise team and technicians will meet to stream a live service 
at 10am. Then on June 7th, we will be ready to open doors for you to attend worship with precautions. 
We will not throw the doors open and return to our old normal. Instead, we prepare for a new normal.  
 
Beginning June 7th, we will have 8:45 and 11:00 worship services. Worship only. No Sunday School. 
No other events or activities until a later date. Three spaces will be available for each service: The 
sanctuary, the D-Zone, and the New Life Classroom in the main building. In the D-Zone and the New 
Life room, the service from the sanctuary will be live streamed. A pastor will be present in each of those 
spaces. In each room, chairs will be arranged into distanced clusters. If the sanctuary is full when you 
arrive, you may be asked to join us in one of the other locations. There will be no nursery care or  
Discovery Kids worship for the time being. While under distancing guidelines, there is no way for us to  
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ensure that small children will remain apart from one another. Children are welcome to join you in the 
service.  
 
Our worship gatherings will be distanced and zero-contact. We are implementing the following measures: 
• Doors will be propped open, weather permitting. 
• Greeters will keep safe distance. 
• Chairs will be arranged in distanced clusters.  
• Worship folders will be placed on seats before services and PDF’d and uploaded to our app. 
• You are encouraged to wear a mask. You may bring your own or pick one up in each entryway. 
• Hand sanitizer stations will be available throughout the campus. 
• The coffee station will be closed.  
• Because all of our restrooms are small, one person per restroom at a time. 
• We will not pass plates for the offering. Plates and buckets will be strategically placed for giving. 
• High contact surfaces, including the cloth on our chairs, will be cleaned between services.  
• We will pass the peace, but we will do so encouraging distance and zero contact.  
 
We have purchased new video equipment which will enhance and upgrade our video capabilities. It is 
being installed and will be learned and tested over the next three weeks. For those who do not feel 
comfortable returning, we will continue to livestream services once we regather. From June 7th forward, 
the 11:00 service will be livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. For some of you, it will be a long time 
before you are comfortable coming back. That is understandable. We want you connected. Please be 
patient with us as we learn new technology. It might be bumpy, but we are doing our best to make 
services available to you. 
 
As we regather, do not come if you have symptoms or if you have been in contact with those who have 
symptoms. Do not come if you are uncomfortable coming. Zero guilt. Stay home. Engage online. If you 
are vulnerable or if you have contact with someone who is vulnerable, consider staying home for now.  
 
Please do not expect others to be as comfortable as you are with contact. Just assume that others are 
not comfortable. Even asking someone if you can hug them puts them in the awkward position to say no 
or to reluctantly say yes. If you are not comfortable abiding by our guidelines, then consider staying away 
for the sake of others. We are regathering in a spirit of trust. We trust one another to observe appropriate 
precautions for the sake of us all. Consider this: a regular WCN worship service depends on a lot of 
people being present: audio, video, praise team, ushers, greeters, hostesses, staff, etc. Many of them are 
just now comfortable returning on June 7th. We want and need them to continue to feel comfortable.  
 
If the case count increases or if we have cases within the church, we will take steps backward toward  
un-gathering. Likewise, if the case count decreases and the virus dies down, we will slowly add other 
events, groups, and activities back into our schedule.  
 
As we regather for Sunday worship, we will continue our weekly online schedule. Please stay engaged in 
the many ways that we are being the church throughout the week.  
 
Let me tell you what I have learned about the church the last few weeks: 
• The church is resilient. Something as big as a pandemic does not throw the church off course. In 

fact, this crisis has helped us become more focused on God’s mission.  
• The church loves one another. I have seen and heard about many expressions of your love toward 

each other. 
• The church is nimble. Although we have our ways of doing things, we can adjust. It does not kill us. 
• The church cares for the vulnerable. Instead of asserting individual rights, we belong to one 

another. We lay aside our rights because we love others.  
 
I love you. I miss you. I look forward to being with you again.  
 
 

-Pastor Daron 


